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f.1 . (C)  Iraqi  Foreign  Minister  Zebari  confirmed  to  DCM 

August  12  that  he  had  raised  the  situation  of  the  three 
American  citizens  detained  in  Iran  with  Iranian  Ambassador 
Qomi  on  August  8.  Zebari  said  he  had  told  Qomi  that  the 
three  should  be  released  immediately.  According  to  Zebari, 
Qomi  returned  to  him  on  August  10  with  a response  from 
Teheran.  Zebari  reported  that  Qomi  told  him  that  Iran  was 
indeed  holding  the  Americans.  Qomi  also  stated  that  the 
three  Americans  would  not/not  be  charged  with  espionage. 
However,  Qomi  also  told  Zebari  that  he  had  received  no 
indication  from  Teheran  that  the  three  Americans  would  be 
released. 

12.  (C)  Zebari  speculated  that  the  Iranian  Revolutionary 

Guard  Corps  had  custody  of  the  three  Americans . He  also 
opined  that  gaining  control  of  the  three  Americans  was  a 
quote  gift  unquote  for  Iran.  Zebari  speculated  that  Iran 
would  use  the  Americans  as  leverage  in  future  bargaining  with 
the  Americans.  He  could  not  identify  what  the  Iranians  might 
want , however . 
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